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Appendix A 

  

Sevenoaks District Community Plan Annual 

Monitoring Report 2016-17 

 

 

This monitoring report is produced by Sevenoaks District Council on behalf of the Sevenoaks District 

Local Strategic Partnership using data and information provided by partners       
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At the end of the first year (1 April 2016—31 March 2017) of the 2016—2019 Action Plan, 97% of the actions in the 

plan were achieved 
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Safe Communities – A safer place to live work and travel 

Lead Agency: Sevenoaks District Community Safety Partnership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The monitoring is based on the following agreed key success measures for the above priorities 

 

 

Priority 1  Make the work of the Police and partners more visible in communities 
 

Priority  2   Work to keep crime at a low level and to respond to perception of crime 
 

Priority 3  Support vulnerable and repeat victims of crime and anti-social behaviour 
 

Priority 4  Tackle anti-social behaviour 
 

Priority 5  Tackle speeding vehicles and improve safety for all road users including pedestrians and cyclists 
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

S1  85% of 
actions in the 
Community 
Safety 
Partnership 
Strategy and 
action plan 
achieved each 
year 

 96% of the actions in the Community Safety Action Plan 2016-17 were achieved by 
the Sevenoaks District Community Safety Partnership. 
 
The Community Safety end of year monitoring has now been published on the 
Council’s website. 
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

S2 Reduce the 
total number 
of ‘victim-
based’ crimes 
as recorded by 
Kent Police 

 Sevenoaks District has the second lowest level of victim based crime in the county.   
 
The total number of victim recorded crimes reported to Kent Police was 5,824 crimes 
which is an increase from the previous year increase of 276 crimes (5%). 

 
Following on from an inspection earlier this year from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Crime (HMIC), Kent Police changed the way it records crime.  Changes to the 
recording process have led to a significant increase in the ‘recorded crime’ across the 
Division and County.  Kent Police has recently seen a 5-10% increase in the volume of 
incidents reported across Kent and with the application of Home Office recording 
rules this results in a 30% increase in crimes recorded.  
 
Many single incidents can now result in multiple crimes being recorded.  For example, 
a person may approach another person who has three children with them. They may 
swear at the adult. This would result in four public order offences, one of swearing at 
the other adult, and three of swearing in front of the children. 
 
While this means that there has been an increase in recorded crime, across the 
Sevenoaks District, Kent Police are reporting that with all crime types (other than 
theft) that they have seen a reduction in the national/ county trend and this includes 
violence against the person. 
 

 Based on the 
Police 
assessment on 
crime data. 



Sevenoaks District Community Plan Annual Monitoring Report, Year 1 (2016-19 Priorities), April 2016- March 2017 

Page | 6 
 

Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

S3 Maintain the 
low number of 
Anti-Social 
Behaviour 
(ASB) 
incidents (no 
higher than 
3rd in the 
county) 

 Sevenoaks District currently has the lowest level of ASB (Anti-Social Behaviour) in the 
county. 
 
The total number of ASB recorded incidents to Kent Police April 2016 - 31 March 
2017 was 1850.  This is a decrease of 195 crimes (9.5%) compared to same period last 
year.  Kent Police feel that the reduction in ASB, is down to the success of the 
Community Safety Unit, its staff/ PCSOs/ Police Officers and Kent County Council 
Youth Services working together effectively. 
 

 
 
 
The Council’s ASB Officer has worked on 93 reports of anti social behaviour from 
residents.  This is a decrease of 70 calls compared to the same period last year.    
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

S4 Reduce the 
number of 
people killed 
or seriously 
injured (KSI) 
by 2020 (in 
line with KCC 
Road Casualty 
Reduction 
Strategy)  

 This is an annual indicator and one which tracks progress towards a 2020 target of no 
more than 47 people killed or seriously injured on local roads in the Sevenoaks 
District.   

The chart below shows that Kent County Council reports on the total number of 
people killed or seriously injured on all roads in the District (including those on the 
Highways England network) and local roads (excluding those of the Highways England 
network).  It shows that there has been a decrease in 2016/17 to 67 in the total 
number of people killed on all roads in the Sevenoaks District compared to 2015/16 
(74).  However, from 2015, there has been a very slight increase in the number of 
casualties on local roads with a rise of 3 casualties to 51.  Kent County Council 
considers this to be on track for the 2020 target of 47.   

   

Road safety including speeding was a priority for the Community Safety Partnership 
this year.  This year Kent Police appointed a new Kent Community Speedwatch 

  It is expected 
this will be on 
target for the 
2020 target 
but the DOT 
will remain 
Amber until 
further data is 
available this 
year. 
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

Manager who is in post.  In addition, Speedwatch Volunteer training can now be 
undertaken online.  This year over 570 speeding vehicles have been identified by 
community speedwatch groups across the District. 

S5 85% of actions 
in the 
Domestic 
Abuse Action 
Plan on target 

80% if we are 
keeping this in 
line with the 
Community 
Safety Action 
Plan 

 The action plan currently stands at 86% on target.   
 
The Sevenoaks District Community Safety Partnership has delivered two successful 
training events through the group on Dash (Domestic Abuse Stalking & Harassment) 
forms for young people and adults with around 80 people attending those courses.  In 
addition, the Sevenoaks District Community Safety Partnership held a successful Child 
Sexual Exploitation training event with around 40 people attending this event.    
 
The following projects receive Police and Crime Commissioner funding through the 
Community Safety Partnership: 
 

• IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence Advisor) service provided by the 
Domestic Abuse Voluntary Support Service (DAVSS) looks at high risk cases 
through the MARAC (Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference).  The 
Partnership works closely with DAVSS and helps to fund the service. 

• The Community Domestic Abuse Perpetrators Programme (CDAP) has been 
operating since July 2007 covering West Kent.  The programme is a 29 rolling 
week programme covering 9 modules to help men and their partners tackle 
their abuse.  The women and children are supported by a Woman’s Support 
Worker.  1 man from Sevenoaks District attended the course in 2016-17.   

• The ISVA Service (Independent Sexual Violence Adviser) –ISVA support is 
specific to people who have been sexually assaulted or raped, not necessarily 
related to Domestic Abuse. The service also offers impartial advice from a 
variety of sources.  The ISVA service offers emotional support and practical 
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

advice to anyone and any age.  There were 14 referrals 1 April 2016 – 31 
March 2017.    

• The Freedom Programme has been designed to help women who have been a 
victim of or are affected by domestic abuse.  It is a 12 week programme which 
runs for two hours each week in various locations across Sevenoaks District.  
Programmes were delivered in Swanley, Sevenoaks and Edenbridge. Two 
evening programmes were also held, one in Sevenoaks and the other in 
Swanley. The programme was attended by 22 women who are 
suffering/survived domestic abuse.   

• The Community Domestic Abuse Perpetrators Programme (CDAP) has been 
operating since July 2007 covering West Kent.  The programme is a 29 rolling 
week programme covering 9 modules to help men and their partners tackle 
their abuse.  The women and children are supported by a Woman’s Support 
Worker.  1 man from Sevenoaks District attended the course in 2016-17.   
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Caring Communities – Where children are given the best start and people can be supported to live independent lives 

Lead Agency: Sevenoaks District Council and the Sevenoaks District Local Children’s Partnership Group (Kent County Council) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The monitoring is based on the following agreed key success measures for the above priorities 

 

Priority 1  Provide the right support at the right time 
 

Priority 2  Improve outcomes for children and young people 
 

Priority 3  Reduce poverty and social exclusion 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

C1 Housing 
Strategy 
completed and 
promote 
housing 
development 
to meet the 
needs of older 
people 

 A Local Housing Needs Study is now complete and is the key evidence base for the 
District Council's new housing strategy.  The new housing strategy is heavily focused 
on health outcomes and particularly with regard to the District's older population.  
 
New affordable housing has been completed and made available to older people in the 
District this year and includes the following: 
 

• MOAT completed a new housing facility which provides 28 x 1 and 2 bed 
affordable rented apartments for older people and which is situated in Swanley 
was completed in March 2017.   

• A further 19 x 1 and 2 bed affordable leasehold apartments completed in June 
2016 by Rockdale Housing Association for older people and which are situated 
in Sevenoaks Town. 

 

    

C2 Sevenoaks 
District Local 
Children’s 
Partnership 
Group (LCPG) 
dashboard of 
indicators 
produced and 
at least 75% of 
core indicators 
on target 

 The Sevenoaks District Local Children’s Partnership latest data dashboard (April) 
showed that 75% of indicators on the Sevenoaks District Local Children’s Partnership 
dashboard were on target.  Highlights included the following: 

Excess weight 

• Children in Year R (Reception):  21% of 4-5 year olds in Sevenoaks District were 
classified as being overweight (which included children classified as being 
obese).  This is below county average off 22.9% and below the national average 
of 22.1%.  

• Children in Year 6:  27.4% of 10-11 year olds were classified as being 
overweight (which included children classified as being obese).  This is below 
the county average 32.9% and was the 2nd lowest level in the county.  It was 
also below the national average of 34.2%. 

  This work is at 
an early stage 
and Sevenoaks 
District LCPG 
remains ahead 
of other areas 
in its work.   
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

 

 

Reception children: prevalence of overweight including obese – 

Sevenoaks District 2006/7 – 2015/16 

National Child Measurement Local Authority Profile Data available through Public Health England.  

Green indicates significantly better than national average and Amber indicates not significantly 

better than the national average  
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

  

 
• The trend Year R (Reception) data for the Sevenoaks District shows that while 

figures are below the county and national levels, it has still increased from 
previous years.  Year 6 trend data for the Sevenoaks District however, shows a 
consistent decline in the level of obesity from 2010/11.  Children’s healthy 
weight continues to be one the priority areas for the Sevenoaks District Local 
Partnership Group.  The partnership is now focused on looking at healthy 
weight pathways and has set up a task and finish group to focus on this area.  

 

Year 6 children: Prevalence of overweight including obese – 

Sevenoaks District 2006/07 – 2015/16 

National Child Measurement Local Authority Profile Data available through Public Health England.  

Green indicates significantly better than national average and Amber indicates not significantly 

better than the national average  
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

 
School absence 

• Persistent school absence (secondary) 14.1% of pupils were persistently absent 
which was below the county average of 14.2% of pupils absent) 

• Persistent school absences (primary) 8% of pupils were persistently absent 
which is below the county average of 8.7%. 

• A pupil is now classed as persistently absent if they miss 10% or more of the 
sessions it was possible for them to attend within a given timeframe. 

 
Mental Health 

 

• Early help notifications as a result of mental health (6.9 per 10,000 under 18s 
April 2017 and below the county rate of 11.1 per 10,000. 

Teenage Pregnancy 

• The teenage conception rate for 15-17 years olds per 1,000 was 15.1 per 1,000 
compared to the county average of 23.7 per 1,000.  As the chart below shows, 
Sevenoaks District has had a consistently decreasing trend in teenage 
conception since 2006.   
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

 

 

 
Domestic Abuse 

• Domestic abuse notifications for Sevenoaks District relating to those under 18 
were 2.7 per 10,000 under 18 compared to 7.7 across the county.   

Local Authority Profile Data available through Public Health England.  Green indicates significantly 

better than national average  

Sevenoaks District under 18s conception rate per 1,000 – 1998 - 

2015 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

Primary School – % achieving national key stage 2 standards in reading writing and 
maths 

• The percentage of pupils achieving the national standard at key stage 2 for 
reading, writing and maths was 65.1% which was above the county average of 
59%. 

NEETS (Young people not in employment, education or training) 

• The percentage of NEETs in Sevenoaks District was 1.68% of year 12 and 13 
pupils.  This is below the county average of 3.24%.  It was the lowest level in 
the county and exceeds the Kent County Council target to reduce NEETs to 
below 2.5%.   

The Sevenoaks District Local Children’s Partnership Group Grant sub-group awarded 
small grants to voluntary and community groups to assist with the key priorities of the 
Local Children’s Partnership Group (persistent absence, excess weight and early help 
notifications for mental health and self-harm) as follows: 

Grants awarded during 2016/17: 

• Choices - positive relationships programme for 11-15 year old girls and 13-18 
year old boys who have experienced Domestic Abuse; 

• Fegans - parent support; 

• West Kent Mind - promotion of mental health awareness in schools/Mind 
Fitness; 

• PS Breastfeeding - Baby slings/peer support to promote closer attachment 
between Mother and baby; 

• Imago - emotional wellbeing courses/Transactional analysis for targeted 12-15 
year olds. 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

Grants awarded during 2017/18: 

• Commonwork Trust at Bore Place – project to promote healthy weight and 
reduce childhood obesity.  To include school visits whole school assemblies, 
classroom activities, Family challenge, and Family day; 

• Fegans – to strengthen and support parents and reduce social isolation.  
Includes 1:1 parenting and group support, training parent volunteers to support 
other parent; 

• Project Salus – a resilience mentoring programme focusing on young people 
with persistent absence at secondary school or top end of primary, those close 
to exclusion or home educated/at the point of going down the home education 
route.  Promotes communication within families, 1:1 interventions plus parental 
involvement in first 3 sessions; 

• Future Creative – promotes healthy weight, Strictly Come Cooking project to 
provide cookery and healthy eating skills with children and their families 
combined with physical activities.   

The Sevenoaks District Local Children’s Partnership Group will review the grants after 
a six month period and results will be reported to the Sevenoaks District Local 
Strategic Partnership. 

This year, the Sevenoaks District Local Children’s Partnership also approved a business 
case for Sevenoaks District Council’s HERO service to use an underspend of £20,000 
of Kent County Council’s Troubled Families funding.  This will be to help support and 
extend HERO work in Children’s Centres but will be focused on working with families 
who meet the Phase 2 Troubled Families programme criteria.  These now take into 
account a broad range of indicators.   

C3 The number of 
families with 
children under 

 The Local Strategic Partnership agreed to use Sevenoaks District Council benefits data 
as a broad proxy indicator for childhood poverty in the District. Kent County Council 
last produced data in 2014 based on looking at children in low-income families in the 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

5 receiving 
benefits 
receiving help 

District and showed the proportion of children living in families in receipt of out of 
work (means tested) benefits or in receipt of Child tax credits.  Data produced by Kent 
County Council at this time showed that Sevenoaks District had a childhood poverty 
level of 12.8%, the third lowest level in the county.   
 
Data produced by Sevenoaks District Council’s Benefits team showed that there was a 
reduction in the total number of families in the District receiving benefits from 621 in 
2015/16 to 551 in 2016/17.  This means that fewer people were relying on benefits 
this year.  Some partnership schemes which aim to support families out of poverty 
include: 
 

• Sevenoaks District Council HERO Service.  This year, a HERO officer saw 117 
customers.  The service was able to maximise the benefits for these customers 
by £241,338.80.  The HERO service was also able to sign post to other services 
with 53 onward referrals to services such as Citizens Advice Bureau, 
community health services, domestic abuse services, General Practitioners, Job 
Centre Plus, mental health services and West Kent debt advice. 

• Sevenoaks and Swanley Citizens Advice Bureau and Edenbridge and 
Westerham Citizens Advice Bureau assisted 3,871 people during 2016/17 with 
various issues. The most common issues people seeking advice for included: 

• Benefits  

• Debt 

• Employment 

• Relationships/family 
 
 

C4 Percentage of 
people 
satisfied with 
the HERO 
project 

 There has been a consistent 100% satisfaction level with the Council’s HERO service 
this year.   
 
During 2016/17 there were a total of 174 surveys returned with 174 surveys giving 
positive feedback. 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

 
This year Sevenoaks District Council has successfully secured £94,500 of Trailblazer 
funding to help tackle homelessness in the District.  The ‘SuperHERO’ project will build 
upon our existing HERO project which provides targeted advice on housing, debt, 
benefits, employment & training.  ‘SuperHERO’ will help to streamline processes and 
referrals across partnerships through a holistic prevention service with particular focus 
on vulnerable clients threatened with homelessness   

• The extra support will run until March 2019 and enable the Council to recruit 
an extra member of staff to assist those with physical and learning disabilities, 
young parents and those on low incomes. 

• In addition, the Council will be able to work with General Practitioner surgeries 
to provide support and reach more vulnerable clients threatened with 
homelessness, provide links to health and wellbeing intervention programmes 
and train volunteers to become ‘SuperHERO Champions’ to provide mentoring 
and guidance to other families. 

The project commenced on 1 January 2017 and since that time has worked on: 

• 16 cases where the threat of homelessness was prevented;  

• In particular, ‘SuperHERO’ has helped traditionally ‘hard to reach’ client groups 
including 2 prisoners, 6 people from the Gypsy/Traveller community and 20 
vulnerable families in crisis. 

Sevenoaks District Council was able to prevent or relieve 225 households from 
becoming homelessness during 2016/17.  50 households were able to keep in their 
own home and 175 were supported to find alternate accommodation. 
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Green Environment – Where people can enjoy high quality urban and rural environments 

Lead Agency: Sevenoaks District Council 

 

 

 

 

 

The monitoring is based on the following agreed key success measures for the above priorities 

Priority 1  Retain the Green Belt and conserve and enhance the value of our countryside and green spaces, 
particularly Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
 

Priority 2  Maintain a clean local environment 
 

Priority 3  Ensure new development is designed to a high quality and takes into account local character and the 
impact on the environment 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

G1 Planning 
policies used 
effectively as 
monitored 
through the 
Local Plan to 
conserve and 
enhance the 
value of our 
countryside 
and green 
spaces 

 The River Darent Catchment Improvement Plan is being developed by the North West 
Kent Countryside Partnership in conjunction with other stakeholders.  Projects 
continue to be developed and undertaken to improve the quality and flow of the river 
and surroundings. 
 
The Heritage Lottery Fund funded Darent Valley Landscape Partnership Scheme 
(DVLPS) being led by Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and 
will work in conjunction with key partners to deliver projects within the valley.  The 
DVLPS was awarded a stage 1 pass by the Heritage Lottery Fund in October 2014, 
earmarking a grant of £2.1 million towards the £3.65 million scheme.  Kent Downs 
AONB are finalising what an 18 month stage 2 development period which sets out the 
detail of the scheme and identifies match funding. If this receives the approval of HLF 
it is anticipated that on the ground delivery will begin later this year.   
 
Sevenoaks District Council’s Authority Monitoring Report 2016 has now been 
published and is available online (this covers the period 2015-16).   
 
Chapter 11 of the Authority Monitoring Report (AMR) 2016 outlines the performance 
of Local Plan policies related to Green Infrastructure, Open Space and Biodiversity. 
This outlines that one application for publically accessible green space was granted in 
2015/16 (sports hall at New Beacon School, Sevenoaks with community use 
agreement) and no open space was lost on allocated sites.  
 
Sevenoaks District Council, High Weald AONB Unit, The North West Kent 
Countryside Partnership, The Kent Wildlife Trust and neighbouring authorities are 
continuing to work together to provide countryside enhancements across the District. 
The AMR also outlines that a variety of countryside projects are on going across the 
District.  This includes North West Kent Countryside partnership working to develop 
health and wellbeing projects focussing on green spaces in the District in partnership 
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

with Sevenoaks District Council. 
 
The Council has produced an updated Landscape Character Assessment (LCA, 2017). 
The LCA is intended to provide context for policies and proposals within the emerging 
Local Plan, inform the determination of planning applications, and inform the 
management of future change. It is a tool to identify what makes a place unique, and 
can serve as a framework for decision making that respects local distinctiveness. 
 
The Council has also produced an Open Space, Sport and Leisure Study which maps 
current provision and identifies any gaps in provision and will be a key evidence base 
document to inform the production of the new Local Plan for the Sevenoaks District 
covering the period 2015-35. 

G2 Use and 
enforce 
Planning 
Policies set 
out in the 
Local Plan to 
ensure new 
development 
is designed to 
a high quality 
and takes into 
account local 
character and 
impact on the 
environment 

 The new Authority Monitoring Report 2016 has now been published by Sevenoaks 
District Council and is available online (this covers the period 2015-16)  
 
Chapters 3 and 4 of the AMR outline the performance of Local Plan policies related to 
design and sustainability.   
 
The Local Plan looks at the level of quality in new housing development as assessed 
against building for life standards.  Building for Life is a government endorsed industry 
standard for well designed homes and neighbourhoods.  It looks at design that is safe 
and provides everything that should be expected of a new community as well as the 
spaces between and around new homes.  Nine Building for Life appraisals were carried 
out this year (6 scored very good, 2 scored good and 1 scored average).   
 
16 conservation area appraisals have been produced and there were three applications 
for renewable, decentralised or combined heat and power schemes granted planning 
permission during 2015/16.  
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REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

G3 Weekly refuse 
service 
collection 
maintained 

 The Council has maintained a weekly refuse collection service.   
 
Weekly collection of residual waste and dry recyclables has been maintained.  Justified 
missed collection figures have improved to 9/100,000 collections although to date 
96% of those missed collections have been put right by the next working day (NWD) 
The target figures for 2016/17 are 10/100,000 and 98% put right NWD. 

    

G4 Recycling 
campaigns 
delivered 

 Promotion under this national banner of ‘Right Waste, Right Place’ is being prepared 
by Sevenoaks District Council and by the Kent Resource Partnership. 
 
As part of the campaigns this year, there was a centre page pull out in the Council's In 
Shape magazine (December 2016) entitled 'Right Waste, Right Place'.  The pull out 
shows residents which materials to put into the black and clear sacks they put out for 
collection each week.   
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Healthy Environment – Where people have healthy lifestyles, access to quality healthcare and health inequalities are 

reduced 

Lead Agency: Sevenoaks District Health Action Team 

 

 

 

 

 

The monitoring is based on the following agreed key success measures for the above priorities 

 

 
 

Priority 1  Reduce health inequalities and improve health and wellbeing for all 
 

Priority 2  Reduce risk taking behaviour that affects health and wellbeing 
 

Priority 3  Encourage access to health services for all 
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Healthy Environment – Where people have healthy lifestyles, access to quality healthcare and health inequalities are reduced 
RAG=Red, Amber, Green status – red not likely to be achieved; amber – requires remedial action; green – on target).  DOT= Direction of Travel 

REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

H1 Increase the 
number of 
older people 
living 
independently  

 This year Kent County Council launched a consultation on their vision to help people 
to improve or maintain their wellbeing and to live as independently as possible. 'Your 
life, your wellbeing' details Kent County Council's vision for the future of adult social 
care over the next 5 years. As the demand for adult social care is increasing and 
finances are under pressure, expectations of adult social care are changing. Adult 
social care in Kent needs to continue to respond to these challenges.   
 
Sevenoaks District Council ran a number of preventative health classes which 
benefitted older people this year.  The health walks, yoga classes and falls prevention 
classes attracted over 8,644 attendances at 442 sessions. 
 
Yoga:  
Three classes have continued to run each week, in Shoreham, South Darenth and 
Dunton Green.  There were 1534 recorded attendances this year with 34 new recruits. 
Of the sample of people evaluated: 

• 69.5% have a pre-existing medical conditions and stated that their condition 
has improved as a result of this class 

• 84.7% feel that their general fitness has improved 

• 51% reported that their mental wellbeing has improved 
 

“I consider this class activity to be of huge importance for my ongoing health, aiding greater 

activity into older age.” (Yoga Client) 

 
Health walks:  
We have continued to support eight health walks across the District, led by trained 
volunteer health walk leaders. There were a total of 7,307 attendances with 138 first 
time walkers.  The health walk programme has not only given people the opportunity 
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REF Key Success 
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RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

to socialise and explore their rural surroundings, but it has also helped people improve 
their fitness and wellbeing.  Of those taking part, the following benefits were recorded: 

• General fitness: 90.4% reported that they felt fitter as a result of walking 

• Mental Health: 90.4% reported their mental wellbeing has improved 

• Weight:  28.5% reported that their weight has improved 

• Activity levels: 71.4% reported they have increased the amount of activity 
    they do each week 

 
Falls Prevention classes:  
 
These target those at risk of falls and sustaining osteoporotic fracture, through 
identifying risk factors such as history of falls/recent injuries from, balance/gait 
problems, inability to rise from chair without using arms, multiple medications  etc.  
This year there were 1654 attendances and 24 new attendees. 
 
 
Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs): 
 
During quarter 4, Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs) were approved to the value of 
£228,604.45.  During the year a total of £629,434.69 was spent on DFGs. 
 
Private Sector Housing also has discretionary financial assistance which is used to 
provide improvements to a customer’s property.   This year, the service: 

 

• Worked in partnership with Tonbridge and Malling, Tunbridge Wells, Family 
Mosaic and Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust to set up at Tunbridge 
Wells Hospital a service assisting in speedier hospital discharges.  A Health and 
Housing Coordinator along with a dedicated handyperson resolve housing 
obstacles preventing patients from being discharged from hospital. This scheme 
is now recognised as national good practice and used as a way integration 
between Housing and Health can be achieved. 
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• Formed close links with a local charity Remap, who undertake bespoke 
solutions for disabled people thus overcoming obstacles in the customers own 
home. 

• Continued to streamline process for mandatory DFGs to ensure the complex 
system becomes person centred rather than an old fashioned bureaucratic 
system. 

• We now use an environmental assessment form to identify other 
problems/concerns a customer may have thus providing a holistic service. 

H2 Programmes 
delivered to 
support 
people to 
better manage 
long term 
mental health 
conditions and 
improved 
signposting 

 This year, Live Well Kent was co-commissioned in 4 Lots [Areas] across Kent to 
provide a coordinated, accessible community mental health and wellbeing service.  It 
was jointly commissioned by Kent County Council, Public Health and 7 Clinical 
Commissioning Groups: 

• Dartford, Gravesend & Swanley – Porchlight 

• Thanet & Swale – Porchlight 

• Dover, Deal & Folkestone – Porchlight 

• West Kent including Maidstone – Shaw Trust 

• Ashford Canterbury and Coastal – Shaw Trust 
 
The most recently available data is from the 1st April to 31 October 2017, Shaw Trust 
reported 87 referrals in the Sevenoaks District (not including Swanley and the 
northern parishes).  Approximately 50% of these related to people with a serious 
mental illness. 
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Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) Mental Health group: 
 
The Sevenoaks District Local Strategic Partnership meeting held in November 2016 
focused on the theme of mental health.  A new LSP Mental Health Sub Group was 
subsequently arranged and the first meeting took place in February.  It is chaired by 
West Kent MIND.  An action plan has been produced and Sevenoaks District Council 
is working on investigating setting up a community MARAC (Multi Agency Risk 
Assessment Conference) process.  This involves agencies working together to look at 
the needs of a vulnerable person and could include, mental health concerns, ASB 
included disputes and environmental crime and hate related incidents.   
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Dementia Support: 
 
The Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Services currently support 6 dementia cafes in 
the District, with a total of 1052 attendances for the year.  The charity also offers a 
host of services including a 24-hour helpline, support groups and learning groups for 
carers, support in the home, singing sessions, and memory cafes in six locations where 
people living with dementia and their families and carers can socialise with people 
going through similar experiences. 
 
This year saw Sevenoaks District Council nominated and win the best Dementia 
Friendly Organisation across Kent.   
 
To help make more of an impact in making the District Dementia Friendly, the Council 
went a step further in making slight changes to its reception area.  To help make these 
changes the Council sought advice and guidance from participants from a local 
dementia café and dementia nurses at the Tunbridge Wells hospital.  The changes 
made where both visual and environmental, benefiting people with a range of 
disabilities, including impairments experienced by dementia sufferers. 
 
Early this year the Council’s community development team and licencing team joined 
forces to organise Dementia Awareness sessions for Taxi Drivers. The idea to do this 
was driven by the Council’s Portfolio Holder for Housing and Health who felt that taxi 
drivers were important members of the community in supporting people with 
Dementia.  36 drivers took part in this training.   
 
 
 



Sevenoaks District Community Plan Annual Monitoring Report, Year 1 (2016-19 Priorities), April 2016- March 2017 

Page | 31 
 

REF Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

Shop Safe and Stay Safe Scheme: 
 
This scheme is to help vulnerable people (mainly people living with dementia) who 
have become lost or confused whilst out shopping or visiting towns and villages within 
the District. To make this scheme unique, Sevenoaks District Council is working in 
partnership with Kent Fire & Rescue Service who will do home safety visits for any 
resident who joins the scheme, to help make their home safe and secure.  The scheme 
gives people the confidence if they are feeling unwell, lost or confused or have 
become separated from their carers.  This year 15 shops took part in the scheme and 
22 individuals were supported. 
 
West Kent MIND: 
 
West Kent MIND has worked with councils in West Kent to deliver two programmes 
in the District. 

Jasmine for women and Headspace for Men are 8 week therapeutic support groups. 
They offer an opportunity for women and men to explore problems with emotional 
health and wellbeing, share experiences with other women and men who may have 
similar issues, and learn about different ways to help feel and cope better.  This year 6 
women in the District have engaged with a Jasmine programme that started in March 
and 6 men engaged in a Headspace programme that started in March. 
 
Sevenoaks District Kent Shed’s: 

 
The Sevenoaks Kent shed project is a woodworking workshop for Men in the 
Sevenoaks District Area who enjoy woodwork and the occasional cup of tea, learn 
new skills and make useful things for the community. The current group of men range 
in age from their 40s to 94 and include people with experience in joinery and 
woodworking trades and those with little or no experience. Sevenoaks District Council 
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set up the project early in the year recruiting 9 key volunteers to help drive the project 
forward. Since October 2016 the management of the shed project was taken over by 
North West Kent Countryside Partnership and as part of the contract they where 
tasked to do the following:  

• Increase the number of days from one day to two days per week;  

• Register the shed as a constituted group;  

• Recruit committee members to take the group forward;  

• Increase participation. 
 

H3 Targeted 
interventions 
provided for 
children 
measured as 
or at risk of 
being 
overweight or 
obese  

 A total of 13 families were supported by Sevenoaks District Council’s Healthy Living 
Team with Family Liaison Workers working with the service to increase referrals.   
 
Kent Adult Education has supported 129 parents and children on family 
exercise/healthy eating and living courses and workshops.   
 
Kent Community Health Foundation Trust (KCHFT) supported 316 young people 
through their school health team. 
 
The Sevenoaks District Health Action Team is now working alongside the Local 
Children’s Partnership Group to map referral pathways for children who are at risk of 
being overweight or obese.   

    

H4 Targeted 
interventions 
provided for 
adults who are 
overweight  

 Four programmes have run this quarter, seeing 84 people.  These programmes had an 
average weight loss of 4.29% which is above the target given by Kent County Council 
(3%).  This means that Sevenoaks District Council’s Why Weight programmes have 
been successful in achieving a greater average weight loss than the target set. 
 
Quarter four saw the best ever results from the Edenbridge programme, believed to 
have come from offering a free gym membership in place of exercise classes.  This trial 
is now being expanded to other programmes to see if the results carry over to 
different areas. 
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Sevenoaks District Council’s Why Weight achieved a greater average weight loss 
than target set 

 
In 2016/17 a total of 278 adults were recruited onto the programme, this represents a 
21% increase over the target (230).  As a result of increased referrals and partnership 
working with key local organisations, we have seen an improvement in the retention 
figures of people attending at least 8 sessions, which is considered to be a threshold to 
sustained lifestyle and behaviour changes. 
 
As part of the programme, each person has their Body Mass Index (BMI) recorded at 
the start and end of the 12 week programme to record and tracks their lifestyle 
changes, weight loss and waist measurement.  At Week 1 of the programmes, a total 
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of 55.5% of people recruited were classed as overweight (BMI: 28-39), and a further 
13.2% classed as obese (BMI: 40+). 
  
Of the adult weight management programmes that ran in 2016/17, we have signed up 
192 people with a BMI of 28 or greater. 
 
Of those people with a BMI of 28 or more, 166 (86.4%) continued to engage well;  
 
The per person average percentage weight lost across the year was 3.83% 

• 150 (90%) of those with a BMI of 28 or greater lost weight; 

• 78 (52%) of those with a BMI of 28 or greater have achieved 3% weight loss 
over the 12 weeks; 

• 44 (26.5%) those with a BMI of 28 or greater have lost between 1 – 2.99% of 
their body weight; 

• 26 (15%) those with a BMI of 28 or greater have lost between 0 – 1% of their 
body weight. 

 

Feedback from clients showed that the following improvements in activity, eating and 

mental health as a result of the programme: 

• Physical Activity: 89.5% of people increased their minutes of moderate or 
   vigorous exercise; 

• Healthy Eating: 68% of people increased their portions of 5-a-day; 

• Mental Wellbeing: 66% of people stated that their mental wellbeing had  
   improved. 
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H5 Health success 
measures in 
the District 
Deal 
developed and 
50% on target 
initially, 
increasing 
over time to 
85% 

 Work continues to develop the strategic and operational arrangements for the new 
West Kent Health hub.  The West Kent Integration Board is working with Tonbridge 
and Malling, Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks District Councils working with Kent 
County Council to develop a Single Point of Access holistic model across districts.  This 
first phase of the model will commence in April 2017, alongside the launch of ‘One 
You Kent’, when District Council health hub staff across West Kent will be completing 
the same triage and assessment process (assessing individuals holistic needs for health, 
housing, finance, employment and wellbeing) with roll-out of fully integrated models, 
systems and processes to commence from October 2017. 
 
Success measures in the West Kent District Deal have now been developed and 
detailed monitoring will follow in 2017/18.  A key success monitored through the 
District Deal Action Plan this year included enhancing the HERO Advice and Support 
Service through a successful bid for DCLG Trailblazer funding and subsequent 
appointment of a new HERO Support Officer.  

   

H6 85% of actions 
in the Health 
Inequalities 
Action Plan to 
be delivered 
each year 

 85% of the reported actions are currently on or above target during quarter 4.   
 
The Health Inequalities Action Plan is undergoing a review this year to ensure that the 
monitoring collected accurately reflects the work being undertaken in the Sevenoaks 
District.   
 

   

H7 Complete an 
Open Space, 
Sports and 
Leisure study 
and deliver a 
Leisure 
Strategy with 
85% of actions 
to be delivered 

 An Indoor Facilities report was completed. 
 
A Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C report sent to National Governing Bodies for the 
various sports which form part of the strategy for comments which are still awaited.   
Once complete, the next stage report (D) will go to Sport England for agreement.  
 
An Open Space report is in the process of being prepared.  
 
A Leisure Strategy is being developed and will be completed during 2017/18.   
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Dynamic Economy – A thriving local economy where businesses flourish, where people have skills for employment 

and tourism is supported 

Lead Agencies:  Sevenoaks District Council and Kent County Council 

 

 

 

 

 

The monitoring is based on the following agreed key success measures for the above priorities 

Priority 1  Identify a supply of employment land and premises to promote economic growth 
 

Priority 2  Improve skills for employment 
 

Priority 3  Improve broadband connectivity and promote digital inclusion 
 

Priority 4  Retain existing businesses, encourage new businesses and promote tourism 
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D1 Market 
Sevenoaks 
District as a 
place to invest 
and grow  

 The work has taken place this year on the development of a Swanley and Hextable 
Master Vision. This includes a strong focus on improving the business accommodation 
in the area and utilising the benefits of the fast connections to London.   A 
comprehensive consultation took place which encouraged local businesses, partners 
and residents to take part. 
 
Sevenoaks District Council is working with businesses and partners in the District on 
refreshing the Business Prospectus to market Sevenoaks District as a place to invest 
and grow businesses.  
 
 

   

D2 Secure funding 
for business 
support 
programmes  

 Funding has been secured for programmes as follows: 
 

• The West Kent Business Support 6 hour programme of support funded by 
Growth Hubs Funds ended on 30 June 2016.  Across West Kent during the 9 
month programme, 631 hours of support were provided across 118 businesses 
of which 70 received the 6 hour package. 

• A 12 month programme of 1:1 support commenced 1 October, delivered by 
National Centre for Microbusiness (NCMB).  Up to 4 hours of free business 
support is being delivered through National Centre for Microbusiness for period 
October 2016-September 2017.  The Economic Development team have 
promoted this support throughout the programme whilst attending business 
events and supporting business enquiries.   
 

Escalate funding 
 
6 businesses in the Sevenoaks District were successful in receiving £594,000 of Kent 
County Council’s regional growth fund Escalate funding which created 33.6 news jobs 
and safeguarded 18.17 jobs in the District. The Economic Development Team 
continues to promote the scheme which is now using recycled Regional Growth Fund 
and other available funding to businesses through the Kent and Medway Business 
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Fund encouraging businesses to apply. 

D3 Jobs and 
careers events 
delivered  

 This year the following jobs and careers events were delivered: 
 

• A successful West Kent jobs fair was completed in partnership with West Kent 
Districts.  This attracted at least 350 attendees, of these there were 34 
employers/training providers. At least 30 attendees had interviews and from 
this 11 jobs were offered, the amount of job offers are very likely to rise 
further. 

• The Education Business Partnership ran a successful West Kent Skills Fest:  This 
attracted over 1000 students and 70 exhibitors. 93% of students evaluated 
found a lot of information regarding apprenticeships and 70% of students found 
that they now had a better understanding of employer’s expectations. 

• Sevenoaks District Council worked with West Kent Partnership to deliver a 
successful Jobs/ Careers fair in Tonbridge on 30th March in partnership with 
job centre plus.  Over 300 attended with several positions filled following the 
event. 

• Kent County Council ran a careers event for all year 11 students in North Kent 
identified as being at risk of becoming NEET (Not in Employment Education or 
Training).  The event featured local employers, colleges and training providers 
offering apprenticeships and entry level courses.  311 students attended with 
49 exhibitors.  One student said “This is the best careers event I’ve been to. 

Normally they’re aimed at a higher level but I came away with contact details of 

some employers in my area and information on apprenticeships and other courses I 

could do next year”.  Kent County Council will also be running an event at Knole 
Academy focussed on 40 at risk students and 10 students already NEET whose 
last destination was Knole, this taking place on 8th May. 
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D4 Economic 
Needs 
considered as 
part of the 
Local Plan  

 The Authority Monitoring Report 2016 outlines the performance of Local Plan policies 
related to the economy and employment.  
 
This year an Economic Needs Study (ENS) was jointly commissioned by Sevenoaks 
District Council (SDC) and Tunbridge Wells Borough Council to form part of the 
evidence base of the emerging Local Plan.  The ENS is a technical study which reviews 
the current status of the District’s economy and identifies future employment 
opportunities. Consultants undertaking the work undertook workshops with key 
partners and stakeholders.   
 
The study recommends an objectively assessed need for commercial land up to 2035 
of 11.6ha (of which 7.2ha should be suitable for office, 1.1ha for industrial and 3.3ha 
for warehousing/storage). The study analyses the existing employment land in the 
District and makes recommendations as to how the Council can support continued 
economic growth, through the new Local Plan 2015-35. 
   
An Edenbridge Economic Development study is being produced to consider the future 
requirements of Edenbridge town centre in the light of development and population 
change predictions. 

   

D5 Support rural 
businesses 
through the 
West Kent 
Leader fund  

 The LEADER programme is an EU funded programme and continues to provide grant 
funding to local businesses.  12 projects in West Kent have benefited from LEADER 
funding, creating 18 jobs, with a total grant commitment of £336,020 
Three businesses in the Sevenoaks District have benefitted from a share of this 
funding, which will create 8.5 jobs in the rural area over the next couple of years. 
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D6 Support 16-24 
year olds into 
employment, 
education or 
training  

 The Supporting Young People into Employment Group has been looking at ways we 
can reduce NEETs (Not in Employment, Education or Training) in the District. 
 

 

 
At the end of March 2016/17, Sevenoaks District has the lowest number of NEETs in 
the county with a level of 1.68% (percentage of Y12 and Y13).  This was the lowest 
rate in the county. This represents a total number of 40 against a cohort of 2,384. The 
Kent figure for Y12 and Y13 NEETs was 3.24%.  
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Sevenoaks District also had a good success rate with pupils on an Education, Health 
and Care Plan (EHCP) in Sevenoaks District with 84% successfully getting into 
Education, Employment or training.   An education, health and care plan (EHCP) is for 
children and young people aged up to 25 who need more support than is available 
through special educational needs support.  They identify educational, health and 
social needs and set out the additional support to meet those needs. 
 
SupaJam Education Media and Music continue to grow from strength to strength.  This 
year the Directors have secured the organisation’s first contact worth over £450,000 
following an inspection from the Department of Education, for pupils with an 
Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP).  They have also now appointed a manager to 
support their work.  This year they have reported the following results: 

• A 93% Business Music Practitioner Diploma pass rate; 

• A 91% Maths pass rate; 

• An 85% English pass rate; 
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• Completing first GCSE cohort in June 2017; 

• 73% go back in to formal education or work when they leave SupaJam; 

• SupaJam’s first Level 3 student has gone from NEET when he joined SupaJam 2 
years ago to being accepted into University; 

• These figures include 15 students on EHCPs and five students with physical 
disabilities. 
 

 
2016/17 has also seen Kent County Council successfully establish Catch 22 at the 
Youth Hub in Swanley.  They are networking with SupaJam and also working with 
NEET young people in the Sevenoaks District.   

D7 85% of actions 
in the 
Sevenoaks 
District 
Economic 
Development 
Action Plan 
achieved 

 86% of actions in the Economic Development strategy on target to be achieved. 
 
The Sevenoaks District economy continues to perform well. Sevenoaks District has a 
relatively high percentage of SMEs (Small to Medium sized Enterprises) with 90.6% 
having 0-9 employees (NOMIS 2017).  It has continued to maintain its position relative 
to other local areas and has continued to have low unemployment, 0.7% (NOMIS 
2017) and high numbers of Micro businesses 90.6% (0-9 employees) (NOMIS 2017) 
The number of Jobseeker’s Allowance claimants within the District has decreased 
throughout the strategy period with 870 (1.2%) claimants in March 2014 compared to 
525 (0.7%) claimants in April 2017. 
 
The actions related to employment land allocation and retail frontage are reporting 
slightly below the target figures as they are symptomatic of the changing market 
conditions and national planning policy decisions. 
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D8 Tourist 
destination 
Management 
Plan delivered 
and visitor 
stays 
increased  

 Successful Bed and Breakfast (B&B) workshops and networking events have been 
delivered supported by Sevenoaks District Accommodation Forum and Visit Kent with 
future events planned. It was originally proposed to prepare a Destination 
Management Plan but following initial scoping meetings it was agreed that there 
would be more value in development of a Visitor Economy Study. 
 
A hotel study was undertaken in 2015 which identified the need for an increase in 
accommodation across the district.  An increase has been seen but mainly in the B&Bs 
and there are now 25 Bed and Breakfast providers operating in the District.  
Sevenoaks District Council has approved an investment in the development of a new 
hotel (Premier Inn) on the Sennocke Car Park site in Sevenoaks. The hotel will offer 
around 80 bedrooms and work is expected to commence during May 2017 with an 
expected completion date of June 2018.  
 
The Royal Oak Hotel in Sevenoaks has recently been purchased by two entrepreneurs 
who plan to reopen the hotel in Spring 2018.  It is hoped that the hotel will provide 
around 40 bedrooms with a couple of family suites. 
 
The development of a Visitor Economy Study is also underway.  A workshop was held 
on 30 March 2017 with major tourism providers to establish the foundations of the 
study.  This is being taken forward by a volunteer from the sector. 
 
During the last financial year (1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017), there were 25,836 
page views to http://www.visitsevenoaksdistrict.co.uk  with 10,167 users (source: 
Visit Kent and Google Analytics).  A new web platform is in development and expected 
to go live in June 2017. During the transitional period visitor numbers may be lower as 
a result of the upgrade to the system. Quarterly reports from Visit Kent will be 
monitored to ensure high visitor numbers are maintained and subsequently increased. 
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D9 Apprenticeshi
p 
opportunities 
increased over 
the three year 
plan period  

 

 

There were 540 apprenticeship sector starts in Sevenoaks District this year and the 
most popular sectors were health, public services and care followed by business, 
administration and law and retail and commercial enterprise. 
 

There are now 8 employer Guilds in the county with the aim of raising awareness of 
key sectors and increasing the number of apprenticeship opportunities. The 2017 
apprenticeship campaign is currently being developed and includes briefing employers 
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about the levy and new apprenticeship standards.  
 
The Supporting Young People into Employment Group meeting is focusing on the 
following issues: 
 

• The new apprenticeship duty and levy which comes into place from April 2017.  
Government target of 3 million apprenticeships between now and 2020 and will 
impose a levy on all employers with a payroll of £3 million or more and impose a 
public sector duty on all public bodies with a head count of 250 or more. 

• Looking at the opportunity to provide a mobile jobs project to students in the 
District using the Council’s Youth Zone Van.  It is envisaged that this would take 
practical skills such as CV writing, interview skills and information about 
apprenticeship/training and job opportunities.  We are looking at the possibility 
of this project also being able to engage small pockets of difficult to reach 
NEETs in the District. This might include some areas which have concentrations 
of students who are home educated.  It is hoped this project will link strongly 
with the Enterprise Advisor Network.   

• West Kent Partnership is employing an Enterprise Coordinator who will be 
hosted by Sevenoaks District Council but will work to connect businesses and 
schools across the West Kent area.    
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Sustainable Economy – Where people can live, work and travel more easily and are empowered to shape their 

community 

Lead Agencies:  Sevenoaks District Council, Kent County Council and the Sevenoaks District Local Strategic Partnership 

 

 

 

 

The monitoring is based on the following agreed key success measures for the above priorities 

 

 

 

Priority 1  Reduce the need to travel, promote and improve access to key local services 
and to public and community transport 

Priority 2  Provide additional housing development, including the right mix, types and 
tenures and to meet the needs of older people 

Priority 3  Work with local people to deliver strong, active and sustainable 
communities 
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Ref Key Success 
Measure 

RAG Quarter 4 (January to March – including full year 2016/17 data) DOT DOT 
comments 

Sus 
1 

Projects 
delivered 
and/or 
supported by 
the CIL 
infrastructure 
plan 

 Currently no projects have been delivered as part of the CIL Infrastructure Plan.  
 
The delivery of projects will be dependent on the recommendations made by the CIL 
Spending Board, in accordance with the Council's CIL governance arrangements. It is 
anticipated that a meeting will be held in Autumn 2017.   
 

   

Sus 
2 

Housing 
Strategy in 
place by 2017 
and embedded 
in the 
emerging 
Local Plan 

 In order to progress the project, a Local Housing Needs Study (LHNS) was 
commissioned to build on evidence contained in the District Council’s latest Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA).  As part of the study a wide ranging survey was 
sent to every household in the District in order to understand local needs and 
aspirations and how these might differ around the District.  An 18.2% response rate 
was achieved which adds strength to the LHNS as an important evidence base. 
 
The consultation draft Housing Strategy sets out a series of strategic priorities, under 
the following three headings: 

• Providing a good mix of decent and affordable housing across tenures; 
• Improving the quality and use of existing housing stock; 
• Meeting the needs of vulnerable and low income households. 

    

Sus 
3 

Deliver a 
range of 
affordable 
housing 
solutions 
across the 
District to 
meet 
identified need 

 In 2016/17, 70 additional affordable housing units were completed with a range of 
types, sizes and tenures, including some supported housing for vulnerable people.   
 
An example is the new supported housing facility for adults with learning disabilities 
which was opened in March 2017 and is situated in Edenbridge.  This project was 
supported by £900,000 from West Kent (Housing) and £100,000 from Sevenoaks 
District Council’s S106 affordable housing planning gains. 
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Sus 
4 

Support 
delivery of the 
implementatio
n plan in the 
Sevenoaks 
District 
Strategy for 
Transport 

 The Sevenoaks District Strategy for Transport (SDST) is being monitored by both 
Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) and Kent County Council.  There are a number of 
initiatives and proposals that are being taken forward relating to Active Travel and rail 
improvements.   Sevenoaks District Council will work together with Kent County 
Council to monitor and influence proposals to help implement the SDST.  Kent County 
Council has consulted on the Active Travel Strategy and the Local Transport Plan 4: 
Growth without Gridlock. 
 
Sevenoaks District Council will be looking to revise its transport and infrastructure 
evidence bases for the emerging Local Plan, and will work closely with Kent County 
Council to update and revise the SDST accordingly. 

   

Sus 
5 

Potential new 
cycle routes 
identified  

 There are ongoing discussions with the Sevenoaks Cycling Working Group to identify 
potential options which are reported to the Sevenoaks District Joint Transport Board. 
Three routes are currently being looked at (Routes 1, 5 and 6). A potential leisure route 
between Tonbridge, Penshurst and Tunbridge Wells is also being discussed. 

   

Sus 
6 

Increase 
number of 
people who 
are involved in 
decision 
making 

 In September 2016, Sevenoaks District Council launched its consultation on the draft 
Master Vision document for Swanley and Hextable.  A questionnaire was posted to 
over 10,000 residents in Swanley and Hextable.  Over 1,800 people responded to the 
survey.  
 
In order to progress the Housing Strategy for the District, a Local Housing Needs 
Study (LHNS) was commissioned to build on evidence contained in the District 
Council’s latest Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). As part of the study a 
wide ranging survey was sent to every household in the District in order to understand 
local needs and aspirations and how these might differ around the District.  An 18.2% 
response rate was achieved which adds now strength to the LHNS as an important 
evidence base.  This represents over 8000 people who responded. 
 
NHS is currently engaged in running a series of listening events around the county 
related to their Sustainability and Transformation Plan.  Transforming health and social 
care in Kent and Medway is a partnership of all the NHS organisations in Kent and 
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Medway, Kent County Council and Medway Council.  We are working together to 
develop and deliver the Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP) for our area 
 
Kent County Council have run a number of key consultations this year, including: 

• Health Services for Edenbridge 
• Older Persons Living with Dementia 
• Strategy for Adults with Autism in Kent 
• Your life, your well-being  - Adult Social Care Strategy 

 


